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CHAOS AT THE CAPITOL 
Lawmakers flee as Trump 
supporters breach U.S. Capitol and 
enter Senate, House chambers. 


UNREST ACROSS THE NATION 
Protests at statehouses from 
Georgia to New Mexico prompt 
some evacuations. 10A 


BALANCE OF POWER TIPS 
Democrats win both U.S. Senate 
runoff elections in Georgia, earning 
their party a narrow majority. 10A 
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WIN MCNAMEE | TNS 


Protesters enter the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday as Congress was holding a joint session to certify President-elect Joe Biden’s Electoral College win over President Trump. 


Call for march fuels mob 


BY JENNIFER HABERKORN 
AND SARAH D. WIRE 
Los Angeles Times (TNS) 


WASHINGTON 
iolent supporters 
of President Don- 
ald Trump stormed 
the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday, pound- 
ing on the door of 
the House cham- 
ber as lawmakers 

huddled inside. Others strolled 
across the Senate floor carry- 
ing signs to object to the elec- 
tion of Joe Biden, an extraordi- 
nary security breach spurred 
by Trump’s encouragement and 
claims of polling fraud. 

The invasion of the Capitol 
building forced the House and 
Senate to abruptly stop their 
debate over the formal counting 
and announcement of electoral 
votes for Biden, a constitution- 
ally mandated process. 

In the Senate, the body’s pres- 
ident pro-tempore, Republican 
Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa, 
interrupted a senator midsen- 
tence to declare the chamber in 
recess as Capitol Police ordered a 
lockdown of the building. 

The breach came after thou- 
sands of Trump supporters 
broke through security barri- 
cades, overwhelming a seem- 


ingly unprepared Capitol police 
force, unleashing scenes of vio- 
lence inside a pillar of Ameri- 
ca’s democratic system and inter- 
rupting the usually peaceful 
transition of power. 

At about 2 p.m., the mob broke 
the glass door of the chamber of 
the House floor, prompting Cap- 
itol police officers inside to draw 
their guns. Members of Congress 
and Capitol police barricaded 
the door with a large bookcase. 

Reporters heard at least one 
gunshot. Some House members, 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE | Associated Press 
Police with guns drawn stand at a barricaded door and watch 
as protesters try to break into the House chamber. 


who had been trying to debate 
the Electoral College votes 
inside, were evacuated before 
the mob breached the building. 
But at least two dozen members 
were left inside a gallery, given 
gas masks and advised to remain 
low to the floor. 

Police deployed tear gas in the 
Capitol against a backdrop of 
statues honoring the country’s 
founders. Television pictures 
showed a woman being taken 
from the scene on a stretcher, 
See CAPITOL, 8A 


Showers late 


BY TONY ROMM 
AND DREW HARWELL 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — As an 
angry mob of Trump support- 
ers stormed the U.S. Capitol 
on Wednesday, their compatri- 
ots online celebrated the chaos, 
cheering the violence across a 
wide array of social media sites 
and calling for bloodshed in the 
days ahead. 

The saga began in the morn- 
ing, when President Don- 
ald Trump urged his follow- 


ers to march to the Capitol at a 
rally during which his attorney, 
Rudy Giuliani, earlier called for 
a “trial by combat.” Trump also 
took to social media to attack 
Vice President Mike Pence for 
failing to overturn the results of 
the election on his behalf. 

A supportive mob later 
breached the Capitol building, 
halting the House and Senate’s 
work and forcing Pence’s evacu- 
ation. 

“These are the things and 
events that happen when a 


sacred landslide election vic- 
tory is so unceremoniously & 
viciously stripped away from 
great patriots who have been 
badly & unfairly treated for so 
long,” Trump said in a tweet 
that has been removed. “Go 
home with love & in peace. 
Remember this day forever!” 

The president later returned 
to Twitter to encourage his sup- 
porters to stay “peaceful” — but 
he did not ask them to leave 
until a video uploaded to the 
See TRUMP, 9A 


USF REVERSES COURSE 
ON TEACHER TRAINING 


After conversations with local 

school district leaders, the university 
decides to continue offering under- 
graduate programs in education. The 
original move was said to be part of 
universitywide budget cuts. 3A 


FLORIDA AGAIN BREAKS 
VIRUS CASE RECORD 


The state’s Dec. 31 record of 17,192 
reported coronavirus infections in 
a day lasted less than a week. On 
Wednesday, Florida added 17,783 
infections. The total case count 
now tops 1.4 million. 3A 
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EVAN VUCCI | Associated Press 
President Donald Trump speaks during a rally Wednesday protesting the Electoral College 
certification of Joe Biden as president. His supporters later stormed the U.S. Capitol. 


